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In the medial rule of Abbasids, there had been a small emirate in the 
mountainous area, to the east of Erbil City. It was established by the 
princes of Zarzariya Tribe. Its castle "Deween Castle" was considered to 
be the greatest and most famous in the region. The emirate was the main 
center for political entities in the area. The castle is located on the top of a 
mountain, looking down upon a great river. The princes of this emirate are 
believed to be the affiliates of  "Shadi Bin Marwan", who was the chief of 
Rawand Tribe, who were residing the village close to Deween Castle. He 
was one of the grandfathers of Salahaddin Al-Ayyoubi.   

Khanzad Castle lies on Erbil-Shaqlawa road and is one of the 
archaeological sites in the city of Erbil. It dates back to Soran Principality 
period when Princes ruled (Sulaiman Beg and Princess Khanzad) in Soran 
district whose capital was Rawandooz then.
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